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Shalom to all our readers. The new year is quickly moving from Spring to Summer. Yesterday is history, tomorrow has its own set of problems, so let’s make the most of Today. For some, that is all they will get. Time is precious. Are you redeeming the time? That is, are you living each moment for Jesus Christ, or are you allowing; yourself, worldly influences or your enemy (Satan) to rob God of His use of your time and talents?
Using God’s Word vs. Our (Man’s) Words 

Some readers may wonder why we use so much of God’s Word (The Bible) in our newsletter instead of useful or interesting articles that we or others may have available. The answer is quite simple. God’s Word changes hearts and lives. Man’s words lack power to do this and can only bring about short-lived improvements.

People need to experience the eternal redemptive power of God. Man pours forth streams of words that fill up storage disks. Such words cannot satisfy the heart or appetite for knowledge and understanding of God.

The staff at JESUS INC are committed to knowing and obeying God and in carrying out His Commission:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

 (Matthew 28:19-20)

If you have difficulty accepting or understanding the Word of God, ask Him to reveal it to you. He said that: “ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (II Timothy 3:16-17)  Often you may have to mediate on His Word for awhile before you get the understanding of it. Be encouraged, for the Lord will not leave you unawares.

Relevancy to Businesses and Communities

Often readers may wonder if they can make a connection between what the Bible says and how to apply it in their business or community situation. For maximum effectiveness, one must have a relationship with the Bible’s Author (Jesus Christ) in order to understand and to obey His Word.

The Bible is meant to be read and understood by everyone, including business owners and community leaders. It also is designed to be applied in everyone’s particular life and daily activities (on and off the job). Every believer in the Lord Jesus has both the Holy Spirit and His Law, in their hearts and minds. As new creations, they are enabled with God’s Word and Power to address every situation, crisis, decision, etc. with a response pleasing to God and fulfilling His Plan.                                                

So why do so many feel inadequate in their decisions or actions? Its usually due to a faulty connection with their Maker. That is, they haven’t invested sufficient time in knowing God, His Will and His Ways. Or, they chose to go their own way (Rebellion) on their own strength instead of trusting in the Lord and going by His strength. No one can serve two masters. The latter group may think they themselves are their own master. Sooner or later, they find that they have been enslaved all along to a master. His name is Satan, the father of all lies and prince of this world.

The relevancy of God and His Word in your life, business or community, is in direct proportion to your intimate relationship with Him and obedience to what the Bible says about things. It you aren’t hearing from God, know that: “He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” (John 8:47) and: “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
What Are You Willing To Give Up?

Jesus said: “Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:33) Christians struggle with this command. Some may feel like the rich young ruler who was sad and turned away when Jesus suggested that he go and sell everything, give it to the poor and come follow Him.

Our hearts must be totally rendered and yielded to Jesus if we seek to obey this command of giving up everything. Upon our yielding to the Lord, He will change us and give us a willing and giving heart and attitude. Each one of us changes differently in this process, so it happens unpredictably. Nonetheless, God does the changing in us as we yield our hearts and minds to Him day-by-day. This process is referred to as “dying to oneself and taking up our cross each day.”

How is this relevant to your business or community? When you are no longer in charge and going by your own strength and are totally dependent on the Lord, you are able to listen more than talk. Listening allows the heart to hear God’s Wisdom. Later, your obedience to His Wisdom allows God to make you, your business or your community into a blessing that experiences the nature of God’s Kingdom. That is, righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

Also, you will find yourself bearing the fruit of the Holy Spirit. That is; love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. With these attributes, a person, business or community will become a place of refuge and comfort in a world of chaos and uncertainty.
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